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1. Introduction 

1.1. Purpose of this document 

1.1.1. This Draft Statement of Common Ground ("SoCG") has been prepared in respect 
of the proposed A57 Link Roads scheme (previously known as Trans-Pennine 
Upgrade)(“the Scheme”) and the application ("the Application") made by National 
Highways Limited ("National Highways") to the Secretary of State for Transport 
("Secretary of State") for a Development Consent Order (DCO) under section 37 
of the Planning Act 2008 ("the Act"). 

1.1.2. This SoCG does not seek to replicate information which is available elsewhere 
within the Application documents. All documents are available on the Planning 
Inspectorate website. 

1.1.3. This SoCG has been produced to confirm to the Examining Authority where 
agreement has been reached between the parties to it, and where agreement has 
not (yet) been reached. SoCGs are an established means in the planning process 
of allowing all parties to identify and so focus on specific issues that may need to 
be addressed during the examination. 

1.2. Parties to this Statement of Common Ground 

1.2.1. This SoCG has been prepared by (1) National Highways as the Applicant and (2) 
Natural England (Natural England). 

1.2.2. National Highways (formerly Highways England) became the Government-owned 
Strategic Highways Company on 1 April 2015. It is the highway authority in 
England for the strategic road network and has the necessary powers and duties 
to operate, manage, maintain and enhance the network. Regulatory powers 
remain with the Secretary of State. The legislation establishing the then Highways 
England made provision for all legal rights and obligations of the Highways 
Agency, including in respect of the Application, to be conferred upon or assumed 
by Highways England (now National Highways). 

1.2.3. Natural England is the government’s adviser for the natural environment in 
England which aims to help conserve, enhance and manage the natural 
environment for the benefit of present and future generations, thereby contributing 
to sustainable development.   

1.3. Terminology 

1.3.1. In the tables in the Issues chapter of this SoCG, “Not Agreed” indicates a final 
position, and “Under discussion” where these points will be the subject of on-going 
discussion wherever possible to resolve, or refine, the extent of disagreement 
between the parties. “Agreed” indicates where the issue has been resolved.  

1.3.2. It can be taken that any matters not specifically referred to in the Issues chapter 
of this SoCG are not of material interest or relevance to, and therefore have not 
been the subject of any discussions between the parties. As such, those matters 
can be read as agreed, only to the extent that they are either not of material interest 
or relevance to Natural England. 
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3. Table of issues and matters related to Rule Six 
letter annex E to be agreed 
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